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The impact of war on 
people's everyday lives

Environmental 
impact

War and military 
actions 030201

Decommunization, 
decolonization of Ukrainian 
culture and politics
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Disinformation and Russian 
influence in Ukraine, the EU and 
the USA
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Texty.org.ua mostly 
write about



Anti-Western propaganda is 
one of the key ideological 
foundations of the Russian 
state

Source: https://texty.org.ua/tag/eng/
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Russia no longer tries to present itself as the best country. Instead, its efforts 
focus on discrediting Ukraine as a state, portraying the Ukrainian government as 
illegitimate, and undermining Ukraine's foreign policy course

The primary task of Russian propaganda is to shift the blame for starting the war 
onto others. The main targets are the central Ukrainian government and 
NATO/the West

Today, Russian propaganda cannot promote the concept of the 'Russian world' 
in Ukraine. Therefore, another strategy has been chosen.
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I. Russian Propaganda: Adaptation and Change 
in Ukraine
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To weaken Ukraine's active resistance to Russia, the anger of Ukrainians must 
be diverted to a new target, making the current enemy lose its significance. This 
is a complex operation that requires preliminary work to weaken resistance

It is crucial to sow doubts about the sincerity of Ukraine's allies, particularly 

NATO and the West, to undermine trust and confidence in their support06
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I. Russian Propaganda: Adaptation and Change 
in Ukraine

Operations are being carried out to undermine people's confidence in the 

government's honesty. If doubts about the truthfulness of the leadership and the 

military elite are sowed, it becomes a powerful weapon of disintegration
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The leadership of Ukraine is 
under full control of Western 
countries

NATO/EU 
countries want to 
divide Ukraine

NATO attacked 
Russia using 
Ukraine as a proxy
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Russia wants peace, while 
the West wants war 04

II.  Narratives that do not find support in Ukraine



Russia is waging war against NATO/the 
West in Ukraine

The West will make a deal with Russia 

in its own favor at Ukraine's expense

Ukraine could have negotiated peace 
with Russia in the spring of 2022

NATO/the West is using Ukraine to 
achieve its own selfish goals
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III. Narratives that resonate in Ukraine



The Maidan was provoked by the West. 

Maidan was an unconstitutional coup

Ukraine/Zelensky is a US puppet

IV. Narratives: old ones, those born during the war

Ukraine's accession to NATO will lead to World 

War III

The West forcefully imposes liberal and 

LGBTQ+ values

Ukraine wanted to join NATO, and Russia could 

not allow it because it would violate its national 

security system

Ukraine should not become a member of NATO 

because it will cause even more confrontation

Ukraine and Russia are brotherly nations, and 

the Ukrainian government has spoiled relations 

between them

Kyiv authorities started a civil war in Ukraine to suppress protests 

in the East of the country, under the direction of the West

A network of secret American biolabs operated on the territory of 

Ukraine

The West seeks to take control of Ukraine's resources

Poland, Hungary, and Romania want to divide Ukrainian lands

Russia does not threaten Ukrainians but merely seeks to unite 

forces with them in a crusade against the West, which has 

conspired with the most insignificant politicians to exploit 

Ukrainian blood for its own selfish goals

Putin is defending the Orthodox religion. And NATO, the West, 

and the Vatican seek to impose their religious norms.

The Russian military was not involved in massacre of civilians in 

Bucha.This is a provocation/staging by Western countries.



According to the "Rating" sociological 
group:

75% of respondents in September chose 
the EU as Ukraine's preferred economic 
union, down from 85% in February 2023.

Source: https://ratinggroup.ua/research/ukraine/nationwide-survey-of-the-
international-republican-institute-iri-october-2024.html



According to the "Rating" sociological 
group:

Support for Ukraine's NATO accession fell 
from 82% in February 2023 to 75% in 
September 2024

Source: https://ratinggroup.ua/research/ukraine/nationwide-survey-of-the-
international-republican-institute-iri-october-2024.html



Platforms are not just sources but tools 
for spreading information.
Both useful and manipulative content can 
be promoted.

Shift in information consumption

Routine monitoring: air raids, shelling, 
frontlines updates.
73.4% of Ukrainians rely on social 
networks for news (OPORA, 2024).

Social media as a resource

Use of social networks to manipulate 
public opinion and morale.
Goal: disrupt unity, spread despair, 
identify “wavering” individuals.

Russia's influence operations

Content tailored to user preferences to 
maintain engagement.
Algorithms amplify emotionally engaging 
content.

Algorithms and user engagement
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V. Social Media in 
Disinformation and PsyOps

https://www.oporaua.org/en/viyna/media-consumption-of-ukrainians-the-third-year-of-a-full-scale-war-25292
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for spreading information.
Both useful and manipulative content can 
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Routine monitoring: air raids, shelling, 
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Social Media in Disinformation 
and PsyOps

https://www.oporaua.org/en/viyna/media-consumption-of-ukrainians-the-third-year-of-a-full-scale-war-25292




Carousel of 
emotions: 
Manipulation Level of 
Ukrainian
Telegram Channels





Official Newsrooms News Aggregators Pro-Russian Channels

Manipulation rate across different groups of channels



67% of Resident's posts spread fear and doubt



Manipulation rate across different groups of channels



JUNE–OCTOBER 2023
205 UKRAINIANS, 122 POLES

Only adult respondents who watch 
video content on YouTube from a 
desktop computer using Google 
Chrome browser at least several 
times a week were invited to take 
part in the study. 

The recruited participants installed 
an application developed by TEXTY 
which recorded the data about each 
video viewed by our users and the 
recommendations provided by the 
platform to them.



YouTube fails to moderate pseudo-medical 
manipulative and propagandistic anti-Ukrainian 
content.

Youtube promotes the persons and organizations 
which the platform attempted to ban.





Pro-Russian talking heads are 
returning to the Ukrainian 
information space

Chaplyha: Peace with an American Flavor. Russia as a 

Chinese Appendage. The Brits Will Answer for Their 
Words. The Iron Curtain.

America Knows How to Betray in Style! - Spivak. 

Diverging Goals: Europe Is Not Ready to Fight! Umerov's 

Children



TikTok case studies

2012-201312 million active Ukrainian users

26.8% Ukrainian use TikTok it for 
news (OPORA, 2024)

TikTok’s evolution: from dances to 
war footage and political news
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https://www.oporaua.org/en/viyna/media-consumption-of-ukrainians-the-third-year-of-a-full-scale-war-25292


#fun tag: Russian 
comedians' videos 
containing politically 
charged humor that 
subtly propagates 
pro-Russian 
narratives



#ukraine tag: Interested in 
Ukraine? Have some Russian 
state propaganda!



2012-2013No authentic profiles creating 
content on the topic

All of the accounts are stylistically 
similar, like clones

41,000 posts in a week and 10 
million views
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#it'snotmyukraine: 
Russian network of 2,000 TikTok accounts created to discredit the mobilization
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Thank you for the 
attention!

Serhii Mikhalkov

Disinformation Researcher,

mikhalkov_serhii@texty.org.ua
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